Tees Valley Wetland and Coastal Acton Group

Wednesday 3 September 2008
Meeting notes
Attendance – Allan Snape (Northumbrian Water), Neil Docherty (SBC),  Katy Dickson (Environment Agency, Richard Buckley  (MEC) Sue Antrobus (BAP Co-ordinator).

Apologies – David Laing, Ian Bond (HBC), Helen Herring (Wildflower Ark), Keith Ferry (R&CBC)  David Braithwaite (RSPB). Russell McAndrew. Note Robert Woods (INCA) is attending urban meeting for this round instead.
Notes: David Laing has been in hospital and is still unwell. He has asked for Group to locate computer  files of work on grazing marsh. Neil has traced these and put on desktop of Billingham Beck Computer for Sue to copy or use in the Grazing Marsh HAP.

Steve Cooper will be leaving Hartlepool BC next week for a new post. Thanks for his input into the Tees Valley BAP.  Sue to send good luck card

News roundup on wetland and coastal matters
Richard - 
MBC and Friends of Fairy Dell still looking at ways to carry out work on silt removal and 


management at Fairy Dell lake.
Neil - 

The weevil release to control the water fern at Billingham Beck appears to be working well, 

Sue reported excellent results at Portrack. Discussed if it was possible to collect weevils 

when they have done their job to use on another pond, if anyone finds out please pass 


info around the group.


Very successful and cost effective use of barley straw at Cowpen Bewley ponds to control 

algae.
Katie - 
Middlesbrough Becks project is carrying on delivering practical work. Restoration 



work has been carried out at the Millennium pond on Orrmesby Beck and an additional 


seasonal wet area created. A public consultation is being carried out as part of the Becks 

project.


MBC are making a bid to Access to Nature Fund for work on Ormseby Beck to fund project 

staff and capital works.


An officer has been appointed, (Anne Louise Orange) for the new Stockton River Corridor 

Project. This is a partnership project between Groundwork, Environment Agency, Stockton 

Council and British Waterways Action: Sue to email and invite to action group.


Saltholme-opening date 5 March with Kate Humble.  Action: Sue to investigate having 


2009 BAP conference at Saltholme

Allan - 
A mixed year for breeding little turns. Breeding down at some locations due to black 


headed gulls, which are on the increase. Predation at Crimdon due to foxes, hedgehogs 

etc. 



Has attended Saltholme volunteer evening-lots going on
Sue - 

Have submitted our Tees Valley Pondscape bid to DEFRA Countdown 2010 fund. Expect 

to hear in the next couple of week so eagerly anticipating the post each day. If we are 


unsuccessful will rework for submission to EF fund.



A 50 year Wetland Vision has been launched by Natural England and Environment 


Agency. Very useful website, Visit  www.wetlandvision.org.uk/


Tees Valley Biodiversity website-keep visiting as will be changes in news pages each 


month visit www.teesvalleybiodiversity.org.uk
Tees Valley BAP Review

The new plans 2009-2013 are on target. There will be 21 Habitat Action Plans and 12 Species Action Plans. These are being tackled in three/four tranches; the first set is going to the TVBAP steering group meeting on 30 September for comment and approval. The Wetland and Coastal Action Group is submitting four. These are:

· Ponds, lakes, and reservoirs – Ian Bond
· Ringed plover – Keith Ferry
· Reedbeds –  Allan Snape
· Purple milk vetch – Helen Herring
Copies of working document circulated. 

Action: members to submit comments etc to Sue within the next week as they will be sent to BAP steering group members on 16th September. 

Tranche 2 plans to work on

· Grazing marsh

· Rivers and streams

· Great crested newt

· And need another suggestions please

The Environment Agency will be acting as plan lead for Rivers and streams and grazing marsh. We need one for Great crested newt. Ian Bond suggested but he already has ponds, lakes and reservoirs and harvest mouse so he may not have the capacity and don’t want to wear him out. Sue suggested that someone from the group could be plan lead who has an interest could take on with guidance from Ian and or NERAG (North East Reptile and Amphibian Group).

Focus of next meeting will be these plans. 

Action: Sue to sort through existing material on these habitats and liaise with plan leads so we can have a detailed brainstorm at the next meeting.
Thank you to Stockton Council for hosting the meeting at Billingham Beck
Date of next meeting

of 9.30 am at Billingham Beck
Post meeting notes

1.Sue discussed weevils with Jeremy, their feeding behaviour is such that it would not be possible to collect from a pond to add to another as they disperse throughout pond as larva to feed and then disperse as adults.

